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Mot de la Présidente: 
 
Chers membres de AF Grosse Pointe, 
 
This will be my last monthly La Trompette message to you. As I look 
back at my five years as president, six years on the board of directors, 
I cannot help but feel nostalgic. From the tragic loss of our past 
president Pat Stewart to the pandemic and its impact, we certainly 
went through a lot together. But if all these events taught us anything, 
it is that our AF chapter is resilient and can survive many storms. 
And look at us now! We are thriving and looking forward to the future 
with great optimism. Over 130 people celebrated the Fête de la 
Bastille with us and enjoyed a memorable evening as we concluded 
the season for 2024-2025. 
Our next season is right around the corner and I look forward to 
seeing all of you for the Season Opener at the Wilkinson Residence 
on August 24th. I urge you to renew your membership and sign up for 
the Opener as soon as possible. We will also be holding our annual 
meeting at that time and vote for the new board of directors. 
I want to wish the best of luck to the incoming board as they take on 
their responsibilities. I am confident we will be in good hands.   
As for me, I will continue serving my term on the AF Federation-USA 
board of directors for the next two years.  Being a member of the 
Federation Membership and Outreach Committee and in charge of 12 
chapters across the Midwest, including AF Grosse Pointe, I will work 
closely with the AFGP board and support them as needed. Ce n'est 
qu'un au revoir... 
  
Amicalement,  
 
Amal Elhosni 
 
Upcoming Local AFGP Events 
 
23  juillet    6 pm       French Conversation Meetup at Village Grill 
20  août     6 pm       French Conversation Meetup at Village Grill 
24  août     5 pm       Season Opener on Lake St. Clair 
                                 with Annual Meeting and Board of Directors elections 
20  sept     1:30 pm  Ciné Club at GP Woods Public Library 
 
For more AFGP events, go to afdegrossepointe.org.  
There are many more events available to you as a member of AFGP through the Federation of 
Alliances Françaises USA. Go to afusa.org to learn more.  

 

http://afdegrossepointe.org
http://afusa.org


 

 
A LOOK BACK AS WE GO FORWARD 
 
Fifty-five years ago – in August of 1970 – Warren and Mireille Wilkinson opened the doors of 
their expansive lakefront home to members of the newly formed Alliance Française de Grosse 
Pointe. Organized by Warren, who became president, Mireille and a handful of other 

francophones, the Grosse Pointe chapter boasted 
a membership of seventy-five families (most of 
them French, thanks to the many French 
businesses in Detroit, including the automaker 
Renault). The first year kicked off with wine-tasting 
parties, French film, cabaret nights and a bridge 
tournament, among other festivities. Later, 
troubadours and chanteurs from France 
performed concerts, and members participated in 
a meticulous reenactment of the landing of 
Antoine de la Mothe Cadillacin Detroit. 
 
Fast-forward to 2025: Mireille will again welcome 
members of the Alliance Française de Grosse 
Pointe to her storied lakefront home. The date: 
August 24, 2025 – fifty-five years almost to the 
day since she first welcomed Detroit-area 
francophones chez elle. 
 

Mireille – whose maiden name is de Bary – descends from a very old Belgian family, members 
of whom fought with Guillaume le Conquérrant in the decisive Battle of Hastings.  Does this 
family heritage inspire her to keep French language and culture alive? “Tout à fait,” she says. 
“Sans doute.” 
 
 
 
YOGA FRANÇAIS AT DETROIT ABLOOM 
 
Join our calming and rejuvenating yoga session en français at Detroit Abloom led by Sabine. This 
easy, low impact class is designed to help you find balance, reduce stress and improve your flexibility 
and strength, no matter your experience level. For information on Detroit Abloom, an urban garden, 
go to Detroitabloom.com. To register for the class, go to afdegrossepointe.org.  
 
 
AFGP FRENCH CONVERSATION GROUP  
 
Have you ever attended one of our French Conversation Meetups? Every month we welcome new 
guests from throughout metro Detroit with levels of fluency from intermediate to native francophone. 
This is a free event and you don’t have to be a member to attend. We meet at Village Grill in Grosse 
Pointe. For information and to RSVP, go to  Meetup.com.  
 
mercredi 23 juillet, 6 pm 
mercredi 20 août, 6 pm 

 

http://detroitabloom.com
http://afdegrossepointe.org
https://www.meetup.com/french-conversation-with-alliance-francaise-de-grosse-pointe/

