
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

juin 2025 
 
Mot de la Présidente: 
 
Chers membres de AF Grosse Pointe, 
 
Spring is always a special season for our chapter. This is the time all our members meet at 
the annual picnic and celebrate our friendship and our common interests.  
 
This year, it is our turn again to organize the Fête de la Bastille and invite AF Detroit/Institut 
Français members and other francophones and francophiles in the area. You should have 
received an email invitation last week, and it is also included in this Trompette. Thank you to 
all who have already reserved their tickets! We are counting on all of you to show a strong 
presence and celebrate a wonderful evening at the Bayview Yacht Club. Please remember to 
reserve before the July 6th deadline. We hope to see you all there! 
 
Amal Elhosni 
alliancefrancaisegrossepointe@gmail.com 
https://afdegrossepointe.org 
 
 
What is Alliance Française?? 
 
Founded in Paris in 1883, Alliance Française is a global network of French language and cultural 
centers whose mission is to promote the French language and francophone cultures and to foster 
exchanges between French speakers and local communities. The Alliance Française currently boasts 
more than 800 chapters in 130 countries, with over half a million students worldwide.  
The Federation of Alliances Françaises USA, founded in 1902, is a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
organization representing more than 100 chapters in the United States. Its national board of 19 
members is made of representatives from Alliance Française chapters from across the country, and 
includes our own chapter president, Amal Elhosni. Can you find her in this photo? 
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AT A GLANCE:  
 
Upcoming Local AFGP Events 
 
 5   juin       6 pm      Annual Picnic: State of AF de GP Presentation at GPW Lakefront Park 
14  juin      10 am     Cercle de Lecture/French Book Club 
24  juin       6 pm      French Conversation Meetup and Picnic at Windmill Pointe Park 
13  juillet    6 pm       Bastille Day Celebration at Bayview Yacht Club, Detroit 
23  juillet    6 pm       French Conversation Meetup and Picnic at Windmill Pointe Park 
 
There are many more events available to you as a member of AFGP through the 
Federation of Alliances Françaises USA. Follow this link to learn more.  
  
 
AFGP FRENCH CONVERSATION GROUP  
 
Have you ever attended one of our French Conversation Meetups? Every month we welcome new 
guests from throughout metro Detroit with levels of fluency from intermediate to native francophone. 
This is a free event and you don’t have to be a member to attend. Throughout the Summer we’ll meet 
at Windmill Pointe Park on the shores of Lake St.Clair for a potluck picnic. Just bring a dish to share 
and your own drink of choice. Beer and wine are permitted at the park. Join us for some good 
conversation “en français”. More information is available through the 
Meetup website. For information and to RSVP: Meetup.com  
 
mardi 24 juin, 6 pm 
Potluck Picnic 
Windmill Pointe Park, Grosse Pointe Park 
 
mercredi 23 juillet, 6 pm 
Potluck Picnic 
Windmill Pointe Park, Grosse Pointe 
 
 
CERCLE DE LECTURE / BOOK CLUB  
Notre groupe de lecture se réunit toujours mensuellement et discute 
d'une œuvre sélectionnée par nos membres. Pour plus d’informations 
concernant le Cercle, prière de nous contacter 
alliancefrancaisegrossepointe@gmail.com 
 
samedi 14 juin  
Chaleur Humaine de Serge Joncour 
 
Ceci est un roman total. Entrelaçant l’histoire du monde et une histoire de 
famille, il embrasse notre présent et nos fautes passées.  
Ce livre est disponible sur Kindle pour $9.99  

Click here to order Chaleur humaine from MEP/Schoenhof’s Books for the 
special One Book One Federation price of $12.00 (free shipping). 
 

https://www.afusa.org/cultural-events/
https://www.meetup.com/french-conversation-with-alliance-francaise-de-grosse-pointe/
mailto:alliancefrancaisegrossepointe@gmail.com
https://www.mepeducation.net/ONE-BOOK-ONE-FEDERATION-2025_c_1232.html


 
All members of AFGP are encouraged to attend this important event! 

 
ANNUAL PICNIC  

and  
REPORT on the  

 STATE OF ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE de GROSSE POINTE  
 

Thursday, June 5 
6 pm 

Grosse Pointe Woods Lakefront Park 
23000 Jefferson Ave., St. Clair Shores 

 
AFGP will provide the meal this year!  

Please bring your own beverage of choice. Beer and wine are permitted.  
 

Cost: Free of charge to all AFGP members and their guests. 

 
Please join us for a very important meeting where we will present the current state of our AFGP 
chapter and our vision for the future. Board elections will be held at a later date.  We will provide the 
meal. All you need to bring is your beverage of choice and your ideas and enthusiasm for the future 
of our organization.   
 
RSVP IS NECESSARY because the park will only allow non-residents of Grosse Pointe Woods if 
their name is on the RSVP list. GPW residents are welcome with their park pass. Please indicate the 
number coming in your group. Find us at Pavilion 1, by the marina on the far side of the canal. 

 
RSVP:  on the website (preferred)   

or 313-516-8417 (text or leave a message) 
 

We encourage all members of Alliance Française de Grosse Pointe   
to attend this important event!  

 
RAIN OR SHINE!  

 

https://afdegrossepointe.org/event/annual-picnic-state-of-the-af-de-grosse-pointe-meeting/


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JOIN US TO CELEBRATE  
 

LA FÊTE DE LA BASTILLE   
 

Sunday, July 13th, 2025 
6:00- 9:00 PM 

 
at The Bayview Yacht Club 

100 Clairpointe St. 
Detroit, MI 48215 

 
Enjoy an idyllic setting on the shores of Lake St Clair, 

Live French Music, Cocktails, and a Dinner Buffet 
 

La Fête de la Bastille is an annual joint event  
 

 
  ​

  Tickets: $60 all members and guests 
RSVP by July 6th, 2025 

 
RESERVE ONLINE HERE  

 

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE AND CELEBRATE WITH YOU THIS SPECIAL OCCASION 
 

 

https://afdegrossepointe.org/event/bastille-day-celebration-3/


 
AN IMMERSIVE EXPERIENCE 

 
A French immersive experience in France offers an unparalleled opportunity to learn and 
practice French while immersing yourself in the culture, traditions, and daily life of the 
country. These programs often combine language instruction with cultural activities, 
homestays, or travel to different regions, providing a comprehensive and enriching 
experience. One of our AFGP members, Marie MacNee, recently returned from her 
immersive experience in southwest France. Here’s her story.  

 
 

My husband, Scot, and I planned a trip to France to 
spend time with his cousin and others in early May. 
Naturally, I thought, as long as I’m already flying to 
France … I’d be folle not to add a sejour linguistique to 
the trip. (Scot didn’t necessarily agree. But when he saw 
how excited I was about the idea, he gave his blessing.) 
  
When I was in college, I had a wonderful experience 
living with a family in Alsace. But four decades later, I 
couldn’t really picture myself being quite that immersed. 
I looked into programs at various schools, but nothing 
really clicked. Then I stumbled on a website that offered 
what I think is a brilliant pairing: French lessons and 
excursions with a qualified teacher – along with an 
independent living space. 

  
The only problem was deciding which to choose. Paris, Bordeaux, Carcassonne, Montpellier, 
Bretagne or Lyon? A single person or family? A naturalist who offers geocaching opportunities, or a 
gastronome who gives cooking lessons? 
  
I chose to stay in Pau, in the Pyrénées Atlantiques, with Delphine, whose many reviews were 
glowing. We did a Skype call to get acquainted and to talk about my language goals. By the end of 
that virtual meeting, I was assured that Delphine would be a good fit – and an excellent teacher. 
  
My seven-day immersion exceeded all my expectations. To my surprise, the three-hour morning 
French lessons absolutely flew by, they were so enjoyable. Delphine has an exceptional command of 
the language and is a flexible and responsive teacher. (In fact, when I texted her at one in the 
morning about a French question, she was ready with materials to address it for our 9:00 am lesson.)  
 
After the lesson we’d continue conversing over lunch – sometimes in a nearby park with a picnic 
basket filled with salads, cheese and other goodies. Then we’d head out on an excursion, to a 
vignoble to sample some of the delicious local Jurançon wine, to a market in a colorful town, or simply 
to enjoy a glass of wine overlooking the river that runs through Pau, with a view of the chateau where 
Henry IV was born. 
  
Most nights I was on my own, to fix dinner in my apartment (think jambon de Bayonne, fromage et 
baguette) or to sample local specialties – including infinite variations of duck, fromage de Brebis, foie 
gras, and of course, vin de Jurançon – at one of Pau’s many quaint restaurants. 

 



 
  
The last night, Delphine and her husband, Adrien, invited me to a dinner of chicken roasted over a 
bed of salsify. (Alors, my first taste of salsify will not be my last.) For my part, I brought a galette 
Basque au chocolat from the Boulangerie Grangé – voted the best bakery in France in 2023. 
Comment dit-on ‘death by chocolate’ en francais? 
  
When I met Scot in Toulouse for the second leg of my trip, he was thrilled with how much I had 
enjoyed my immersion. (He even noted that the “French Marie” is much more outgoing than the other 
Marie.) 
  
Would I do it again? En un clin d’oeil. My only regret: That I didn’t stay longer. 

 
  
For information on Homestay Immersions 
Frenchtoday.com 
Immersion-french.com 
Delphine’s site is: frenchbubble.fr 
​
What to expect 
-   ​ The host will pick you up and deliver you 
to an airport, train station, or wherever is 
appropriate 
-   ​ Typically, breakfasts, lunch and one 
dinner are provided 
-   ​ 15 hours of French lessons, included in 
30 hours of conversation 
-   ​ You can choose from a variety of 
excursions, some of which will incur an 
additional charge 
-   ​ Students can often sign up as a group of 
two or three, and family can join for a reduced 
price without lessons 
  
  
 
 
 

 
 
If you have an interesting experience in a francophone country that you’d like to share, send us an 
email! afgpeducation@gmail.com 
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